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Welcome  
to 10x10 New Writing Festival and the premiere of ten short plays by 
some of the UK’s best emerging and established writers. 
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Dirk Maggs, award-winning writer 
and director, principally known 
for his work in radio and audio 
theatre including Douglas Adams’ 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy radio 
series and adaptations of many of 
Neil Gaiman’s books for BBC Radio 4

Dr Helen Grime, Programme 
Leader in Drama at the University 
of Winchester and a former script 
reader for the Orange Tree Theatre, 
Richmond

Cecily O’Neill, author, dramaturg and 
Artistic Director of 2TimeTheatre

Cressida Peever, 2016 10x10 winner, 
writer, dramaturg, member of the 
literary team at Finborough Theatre 
and scout for Theatre503, London

Craig Chalmers, local poet, actor and 
theatremaker (Performance credits: 
The Craig Chalmers Experience, 
Winchester and Edinburgh Fringe, 
Memory Points, Platform 4, Hat Fair 
and Woolly Hat Fair, Winchester.)

A special thanks to them and to 
Chris James, 10x10 Administrator, 
who ensured that the entire reading 
process ran smoothly and efficiently. 

Finally, huge congratulations to our 
ten winning writers. We hope you 
will enjoy their plays. 

Reading panel:  
Back row L to R: Craig Chalmers, Cressida Peever, Dirk Maggs.  
Front row: L to R Cecily O’Neill, Deborah Edgington, Dr Helen Grime

The ten plays you are about to see have been 
selected from over 400 entries to this year’s 
10x10 playwriting competition. 

All the plays have been read and assessed 
anonymously with the aim of creating an equal 
opportunity, so that writers of any background 
and experience could enter and have their 
writing considered. 

Established in 2008 by festival director and 
producer, Deborah Edgington and writer 
husband, Jonathan, this increasingly popular 
biennial playwriting competition has staged 
the plays of sixty playwrights, collaborated 
with as many directors and many more actors 
and received hundreds of submissions. Joining 
Deborah on this year’s reading panel were:
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Part 1

Underground
By Andrew Crook 
Directed by Mark Frank

Colin.................................Paul Riddell
Lauren..............................Bethany Blakemore

A Big Splash
By Matthew Baillie
Directed by Martin Humphrey

Carol Shepherd.............Corinne Strickett
Professor Orzabal ........Martin Humphrey
Professor Franklin........Charlie Hellard
Lorraine Carrow...........Marina Humphrey

Birthday
By Amy Guyler
Directed by Jo Ashwell

Maddie............................Vicky Heaslip
Jake..................................Felix Price

The Worst of the Worst
By Shaadi Rad
Directed by Chloe East

Inmate 1..........................Lukas Wright 
Inmate 2..........................Sander Jordbakke

The Last Supper
By Paul King
Directed by Miriam Coley

Brian................................Peter Andrews
Susan...............................Mary Mitchell
Maria...............................Nicky Malliarou 
Sophia.............................Janine Guerrier

Interval of 20 minutes 
Some plays contain strong language

Laura by Jonathan Edgington, 2016 10x10 winner
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Part 2

Rook Raven Crow
By David Jarvis
Directed by Deborah Edgington

Rook.............................Tom Humphreys 
Raven..........................Tom Dack  
Crow............................Sara Diab 
President..................... Voice of Jon Culshaw

Distant Sky
By Kieran Spiers
Directed by Flavia Bateson

Jamie.................................. Molly Ridgeon
Charlie........................ Charlie Hurst

Hold
By Michael O’Neill
Co-directed by Craig Chalmers &  
Beth Iredale

Adam.......................... Mike Dorey 
Chrissie....................... Mandi Francis 
Yosra............................ Alice May Ferngrove

Mum’s the Word
By Micha Colombo
Directed by Dee Jones

Mother........................ Emma Marshall
Chorus........................ �Rob McGough 

Eloise Phillips 
Abi Refoy

The Marigolds in Moscow
By Will Collinson
Directed by Norma York 

Alan............................. Andrew Jenks
Ivan.............................. Sam Burridge
Ivanka.........................Adrienne Ellery
Sam............................. Fiona Henderson

(**** That!) I Want To Be A Superhuman by Kirsten Lewis, 2016 10x10 winner
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Festival Director/Producer.................................................Deborah Edgington
Lighting Design........................................................................Peter Vincent
Sound & Video Design..........................................................Tony Rogers 
Production Manager............................................................David James
Stage Manager.........................................................................David Small
Deputy Stage Manager.......................................................Peter Walker
Sound/Lighting Technician..............................................Vanessa Denson
10x10 stage set up..................................................................��Malcolm Brown, Izzy Ewen, David James,  

Mike Robinson, Keith Tucker, Sarah Whatton
Wardrobe.....................................................................................Juliet Hawkes & cast members 
10x10 Administrator.............................................................Chris James 
Photography..............................................................................Tony Rogers
Front of House Manager....................................................�Sarah Andrews
Bar Manager..............................................................................David James
Box Office Manager...............................................................Vara Williams 
Marketing.....................................................................................Deborah Edgington
Website..........................................................................................�Sam Burridge, Rachel O’Neill

Special thanks to.....................................................................�Jon Culshaw

�Oscar Horseman and Joseph Heap of Red Peak 
Productions for filming the plays  

The directors, actors and creative team who have 
worked tirelessly over the past 2 weeks to bring 
you this festival of new writing.

The Creative and Production Team

The Man Who Mis-Sold The World by Chris Brannick, 2016 10x10 winner
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The Writers 

Andrew Crook – writer of Underground 
Andrew has recently had short plays performed at Canal Café Theatre, Union Theatre 
and Etcetera Theatre, London. Prior to this he has been shortlisted and longlisted 
for Channel 4, FilmLondon, BBC Writers Room, Screenwriting Goldmine, Bluecat and 
Little Pieces of Gold amongst others.

Matthew Baillie – writer of A Big Splash
Matthew started contributing to various student magazines while at University, 
progressing onto writing magazine articles on film and literature as well as short 
stories. More recently he has started to write plays. Thematically he is drawn to the 
darkly comic, satire, magical realism and escapism. 

Amy Guyler – writer of Birthday
After graduating with a degree in Cultural Sociology, Amy went to work for Endemol 
Media and then joined the script team for Holby City before becoming Drama Co-
ordinator for Bronte Films and TV and Snowed-In Productions. As a writer, she has 
recently completed the shadow scheme for BBC Doctors, with her first episode airing 
in 2018, and is currently working with several theatre companies on new projects.

Shaadi Rad – writer of The Worst of the Worst 
Shaadi graduated in 2017 from Royal Central School of Speech and Drama with an 
MA in Writing for Stage and Broadcast Media where she had a number of pieces 
staged. Since then she has had work performed at Arcola Theatre, The Watermans 
Art Centre, The Honor Oak Pub Theatre and Old Red Lion Theatre, London. She also 
had a full-length play on at The Space, London in September. She has also directed 
shows at RCSSD and Spotlight.

David Jarvis – writer of Rook Raven Crow 
David has been honing his writing over the last 20 years since his film degree. His 
passions are writing for theatre, film, TV drama and comedy. He also runs a busy 
ethical retail business. He has had a black comedy, Ten Green Bottles, optioned by a 
film company, and written and published a local history book, Wholefood Heroes: The 
Story of Arjuna Wholefoods which won a local history award. But perhaps his biggest 
writing success came when he entered a Guardian limerick competition for the 1994 
world cup, and won… 365 cans of Guinness! 
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Paul King – writer of The Last Supper
Paul taught drama in Hampshire schools for 40 years and is also a writer and 
performer. He has written for professional stage, BBC radio and amateur theatre and 
extensively for schools, young people and community groups. His work is published 
by Pearsons, Cambridge University Press and Samuel French. 

Kieran Spiers – writer of Distant Sky
Kieran is an emerging performance artist and writer based in Lincoln. He is a 
founding member of Lincolnshire-based theatre company Chameleon 53 and 
works regularly within the East Midlands. He likes to explore new mediums of 
theatre and push boundaries of how theatre and performance can speak to an 
audience. Kieran has previously worked alongside New Perspectives Theatre 
Company in Nottingham, and Nottingham based artist, Michael Pinchbeck on A 
Fortunate Man. He has also performed as part of the EMERGE Boston festival in 
collaboration with The Mighty Creatives.

Michael O’Neill – writer of Hold
A graduate from St. Mary’s University Twickenham and the University of the Arts 
London, Michael has spent enough time studying comedy that he should be 
funnier! He writes in many mediums but mostly plays. He believes in third person 
descriptions, that the earth is flat, and that you shouldn’t believe everything you read.

Micha Colombo – writer of Mum’s the Word
Micha trained as an actor at the Academy of Live & Recorded Arts (ALRA) 2010-2011 
and since then has worked as a writer, actor, director and voice artist. Her writing 
credits include PINK (Manchester ADP 2018), a pastiche of power politics; Woman 
in the Dunes (Theatre503 2014), an adaptation of a 1960s surrealist Japanese novel; 
Pinocchio the Pantomime (Sutton Theatres 2015) and Whale Tale (Edinburgh Fringe 
2012), a children’s theatre piece involving puppetry and storytelling. Her play, Branded, 
an exploration of the relationship between ego and technology, was longlisted twice 
(Theatre503 Playwriting Award 2014 and Papatango New Writing Prize 2016). Micha 
is particularly interested in stories that explore female voices and experiences. She 
also holds a degree in Japanese from Cambridge University. For further acting and 
directing credits, please see: www.spotlight.com/6017-7863-1372

Will Collinson – writer of The Marigolds of Moscow
Will teaches English in Southampton. He has been writing most of his adult life in one 
form or another, a career marked mostly by heroic failures and heartbreaking near 
misses. The Marigolds in Moscow is a tribute to his favourite playwright, Harold Pinter.
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Underground by Andrew Crook
A business man is waiting for the next train to the city at an underground station. He strikes up a 
conversation with a homeless girl on the platform. But neither of them, nor the station, are what they 
appear to be. And have they met before?

A Big Splash by Matthew Baillie
The peace of Carol’s remote Highland retreat is broken unexpectedly by the arrival of a delegation from 
the British Government keen to discuss her recent discovery. 

Birthday by Amy Guyler
Maddie’s birthday is coming up and she and Jake are discussing her birthday celebrations in the chat 
room. But are they both who they say they are?

The Worst of the Worst by Shaadi Rad
Solitary confinement. Two cells. Two prisoners. What are their crimes? How long have they been there? 
Without any sense of time and minimal contact with anyone or anything, are they even still capable of 
communicating with each other? 

The Last Supper by Paul King
Brian and Susan are holidaying in a lovely picturesque part of Spain and arrive at a typical rural Spanish 
restaurant for a quiet meal. But what they are confronted by is anything but…!

Rook Raven Crow by David Jarvis
With concern growing over rhetoric coming out of American, the possibility of nuclear warfare appears 
imminent. Rook Raven Crow is an absurd comedy about believing we can change the world, no matter 
how insurmountable the odds. 

Distant Sky by Kieran Spiers
A glimpse into the relationship between two young people; their worries and aspirations. Funny, sad 
and ultimately poignant.

Hold by Michael O’Neill
A comedy about the world at the other end of the phone… a world we cannot see, the assumptions 
we make regarding how seriously we are being taken and how serious our problems are to others. 

Mum’s the Word by Micha Colombo
Why are Joanna’s inner thoughts always contradicting her? Why should her self-identity be 
compromised?  Mum’s the Word explores the hidden world of being a new mother. 

The Marigolds of Moscow by Will Collinson
Alan sits on a park bench during his lunch break, where he is accosted by two strangers who will not 
leave him alone.


